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Your Love Story  
My ceremonies are known for two key elements. The first is your love story. Drawing on my 
experience as a romance novelist, I write a story that celebrates not only how the two of you 
fell in love, but why. For you, hearing your love story creates a meaningful prelude for the 
moment you exchange vows. For your guests, especially those who want to find their own 
special someone, hearing your love story provides a blueprint, an image of what love really 
looks like.  That can be a meaningful gift you give to them! 
 

Fees  
Not all couples want the same kind of ceremony. To reflect those differences, I’ve created two 
fee options.  
 
Elopement: $650*   
An elopement refers to a simple ceremony performed on a weekday usually at a town hall or 
court house.  The elopement includes the Wedding Wish Jar, a handmade pottery jar with two 
hearts carved from semiprecious stone. There is no additional travel cost for ceremonies in CT.   
 
* In memory of my dad who served 30 years in the Navy, I offer a military discount for 
elopements for an active duty spouse.  For more information, please call (860-402-4231) or 
email me (Zita@MoonRiverRituals).  
 
Traditional Ceremony: $950 or $1250  
My fees are $950 or $1250. Both fee options include your love story.  
 
The $1250 fee includes a handfasting ritual with a custom cord I would make in your colors. The 
cord is 9 feet long and heavily fringed with 300-400 Swarovski pearls and crystals.  You can add 
additional knots as part of each anniversary celebration. The cord can also be used in a baby 
blessing, making it a beautiful family heirloom.    

 
Rehearsals:   I like rehearsals. Attending the rehearsal is in my best interest, so I do everything I 
can to be there. The challenge is my availability since some venues don’t provide a rehearsal 
date until close to the date of the wedding. As long as I’m available, I’m happy to attend the 
rehearsal at no additional cost. 
 
Every couple should have a wedding budget. How you allocate those funds depends on how 
you prioritize the elements of your wedding day. Here’s an excerpt from an article in the Main 
Street business column of The Hartford Courant. 
…[Latitia] Molina, who lives in Holyoke, Mass., said she and her fiancé looked at about 50 
officiants' websites. Eloyd Molina works part-time as a wedding videographer, so he's seen a 
lot of ceremonies, good and, well, boring. Molina said she and her husband paid for their 
wedding themselves, and thought they couldn't afford her, but once they met her, they 
decided they had to hire her.  ~ Excerpt from 7/24/16 Hartford Courant article by Mara Lee 



 

Here’s what other couples had to say:  
 
“Our story, prepared by Zita, was the highlight of the evening. Yes…dinner and dancing with 
family and friends was fun, but the ceremony was magnificent. Not only is Zita an excellent 
writer…she is a superb storyteller as well. Through Zita’s words, Jorge and I relived our first date, 
our upbringing, and the struggles one faces in life. She made our ceremony intimate, 
heartwarming, at times funny, and deeply touching. She captured us so clearly that it took my 
breath away when I read her first draft. Zita gave our love story the voice she had promised.”  
~ Elizabeth and Jorge / Lord Jeffrey Inn, Amherst MA 
 
“Reading through several drafts of our ceremony I knew it was going to be special, but until the 
moment I walked down the aisle I didn't know how meaningful it would really be. Zita has such 
a warm presence. I think our guests all felt so pulled into the moment with us. We all laughed 
and cried together, and my husband and I both will remember that ceremony as possibly the 
highpoint of our entire lives.” 
~ Lisa and Jeff / Glen Manor House, Portsmouth RI 
 
“Zita was our Fairy Godmother and it would not have been the same without her. She truly 
brought magic to our wedding day…” 
~ Marrina and Dan / Norwich Inn and Spa, Norwich CT 
 
She just brings out all the warm and fuzzy in you! The family and friends at our wedding told us 
they had never been to a wedding like ours. It was the farthest thing from boring, it was funny 
yet spiritual. It made you laugh and cry. I had one friend a guy in his early 20s say that the 
ceremony was his favorite part of the wedding, which means a lot because our reception was 
at the Society Room with excellent food, an open bar, and we had a really really good DJ!!! 
~ Latitia and Eloyd / The Society Room, Hartford CT 
 
“While she is more expensive than your average officiant, what she provides is well worth the 
money spent. After all, she isn’t your average officiant.” 
~ Karla and Anthony / Preston Ridge Vineyard, Preston CT 
 


