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WEDDINGS ON THE CHERRY BLOSSOM 
 
Congratulations on your engagement - what an exciting time! We know trying to decide on the perfect 
venue is difficult and we are thrilled that you are interested in the Cherry Blossom! The Cherry Blossom 
is one of six authentic split sternwheelers in the country. It is designed with ornate iron rails and a plush 
interior of brass and mahogany and created for gracious private entertaining. The Cherry Blossom is a re-
creation of a 19th century Victorian riverboat that can accommodate up to 350 guests. However, our 
average wedding is about 120-150 passengers as capacity is reduced from its certified capacity to allow 
for tables, seating, caterer’s needs, and weather considerations. 
 
We know planning a wedding can be stressful! But rest assured, Potomac Riverboat’s number one 
priority is to assist you with an effortless planning process and an unforgettable wedding day. Our sales 
and events team is excited to work with you! If you would like to plan a day and time to come out for a 
site visit, please give us a call! 

 
PRICING 
 
Please note that there is a 3 hour minimum for the Cherry Blossom. 
Basic rates are as follows: 
 
Weekdays 
Monday – Friday Daytime: $2,800 
Monday – Friday Night: $3,600 
 
Weekends 
Saturday and Sunday Daytime: $3,200 
Saturday Night: $4,000 
Sunday Night: $3,600 
 
Each additional half hour: $500 
 
Your charter rate includes: 

- Exclusivity to the entire boat (all 3 decks!) 
- Captain and Crew 
- Flexibility to set your own sail time; dependent upon availability 
- Choice of sailing route (North towards Washington, D.C. or South towards George Washington’s 

Mount Vernon Estate and Garden) 
- Tax and Fuel 
- CD player and iPod hook up for music 
- Wireless microphone 
- Chairs included (approximately 230 chairs available) 
- Special Events Coordinator to assist with your planning 
- Cruise Director to assist with your day of coordination on the boat 
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**Charter rate does not include bar pricing. See page 3 for bar package pricing. 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
We are happy to work with you to set up the best payment plan for your charter with us. We offer several 
different payment methods including checks, cash, and/or credit cards. We accept most major credit 
cards including Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover. 
Installment amounts and due dates can be arranged and scheduled with us to complete your full 
payment. 
 
No refunds will be made for cancelled charters with us. The full charter amount will only be refunded if 
we are able to resell the date to another customer. 
**This does not include any bar packages or other miscellaneous charges. Any bar packages or 
miscellaneous charges will be refunded in the instance of a cancellation. 

 
WEDDING LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
You may select your wedding license from whatever state you plan on being married in, whether it is 
DC, MD, or VA. The Cherry Blossom allows you to have the option to get married in either of the three 
states. 
 
For a DC ceremony, you are considered to be in DC as soon as the vessel has untied from the dock since 
the waters surrounding the Alexandria City Marina are in fact DC waters. 
For a Maryland ceremony, the vessel must untie from the dock and cruise south past the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge until you are just about past Gaylord National Resort. At that point, you are 
Maryland waters. 
For a Virginia ceremony, the vessel must be tied to the dock which is Virginia soil. Once the ceremony is 
over, the vessel can then untie from the dock and you may begin your cruise. 
 
**Please note that you are able to hold you ceremony on any of the 3 decks although most of our brides 
chose to have theirs on the 3rd deck. 

 
BOARDING/DOCKING 
Boarding for guests begins 15 minutes prior to the start of your event. This allows time for everyone to 
board. You have the final say as to when the captain and crew will raise the gangway and untie from the 
dock to begin cruising. Once it seems like most of your guests have boarded, your cruise director will 
present you will your current guest count. If you feel that everyone has arrived, just let your cruise 
director know that you are ready to untie and begin your cruise. If you feel like you’d like to wait a few 
more minutes for any late guests, you may do so. 
 
The vessel will dock back at the marina 15 minutes prior to the end of your charter. 7:00PM – 10:00PM 
charter, boarding will begin at 6:45PM and disembarking will begin at 9:45PM. Once it is tied up and the 
gangway has been lowered, your guests may begin disembarking. 
 
We do have some brides who would like to board early with their wedding party and you are more than 
welcome to board the boat up to an hour prior to your start time. This allows you to get onboard and get 
situated and relax before the ceremony. As guests board, both the 1st and 2nd deck doors can be closed so 
that your guests will not see you as they are boarding. 

 
REHEARSAL 
We allow for you to have a 45 minute rehearsal, free of charge, the day before your wedding. 
Available times will vary depending on whether we have a charter booked for the night before. 
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You can discuss exact timing with your event coordinator. The sooner we know, the better we can 
accommodate you! 

BAR OPTIONS 
Potomac Riverboat will provide all liquor, beer, wine, soda, and water on the Cherry Blossom. Outside 
beverages are not permitted under any circumstance. Your caterer that you select is responsible for 
providing your bartenders, linens, cups, and beverage napkins. If you decide to go with a full open bar, 
your caterer will also be responsible for providing sliced fruit and fruit juices to be used as mixers. 
 
Below is pricing for our different bar options: 
 
Full Open Premium Brand Bar - $24pp 
Beer, Wine, and Soda Bar - $21pp 
Soda and Water - $10pp 
Special Orders – Cost of the special order, plus 15%, plus $50 delivery fee 
Wine Table Service - $4pp additional 
 
**Champagne and cordials are considered Special Orders and may be ordered through PRC. 
Champagne is not included in the Open Bar package. Prices listed above are subject to change. 
Kegs and shots are not permitted. 
 
Bar is required to shut down 15 minutes prior to the end of your charter. No beverages are permitted to 
be served past that time. 
 
Full Open Premium Bar includes: 
Dewars Scotch 
Bacardi Rum 
Jack Daniels Bourbon 
Ketel One Vodka 
Bombay Gin 
Canadian Club Whiskey 
Seagrams VO 
Budweiser 
Bud Light 
Heineken 
Amstel Light 
Coke Products 
Perrier Sparkling Water 
Bottled Water 
V. No Pinot Grigio 
Paso Creek Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
Beer, Wine, and Soda Bar includes: 
Heineken 
Amstel Light 
Budlight 
Budweiser 
V. No Pinot Grigio 
Paso Creek Cabernet Sauvignon 
Coke Products 
Perrier Sparkling Water 
Iced Tea 
Lemonade 
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**Ask about our cash bar and drink ticket options! 

CATERERS 

We require that you have food available to your guests during your charter and also require that you 
choose one of our approved caterers listen below. We do not permit any outside caterers. If you need help 
deciding on one or would like some recommendations, we’re happy to help with that based on what you 
are looking for! 
 
Bittersweet Catering 
Jeffrey Allen 
703.549.2708 
www.bittersweetcatering.com/home 
 
Carriage House Catering 

Kim Schwartz 
703.340.0027 
www.carriagehousecateringandevents.com 
 
Catering By Windows 
Carl Price or Andrew Gerstel 
703.519.3500 
www.catering.com 
 
Dean & Deluca 
Janie Mathieson 
202.342.2500 
www.deandeluca.com 
 
Design Cuisine 

703.979.9400 
www.designcuisine.com 
 
Federal City Caterers 

Stephanie Clayton and Jeff Judy 
202.408.9700 
www.federalcity.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Cuisine 
Paul Weiner 
202.624.8080 
www.grandcuisinedc.com 
 
IndAroma 

Abhishek Handa 
571.338.3663 
www.indaroma.com 
 
King Street Blues 
Rick Fowler 
703.836.8800 
www.kingstreetblues.com 
 
Occasions Caterers 
Emily Petro 
202.454.7866 
www.occasionscaterers.com 
 
Main Event Caterers 

Spencer McCormack (ext. 238)  
703.820.2028 
www.maineventcaterers.com 
 
Mango Mike’s Cool Caribbean Catering 
Danielle Anderson 
703.307.9485 
potomacriverboatco.com/pdf/MangoMikes.pdf 
 
Pork Barrel BBQ 

Danielle Anderson 
703.307.9485 
www.bbqdelray.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
**Potomac Riverboat has 4 five-foot rounds and 4 six-foot rectangular tables that we are happy to let you 
use for a flat rate of $50. 
**We suggest that you schedule a final walk- through on the boat once you’ve finalized most everything 
with your caterer and vendors. 
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NEARBY ACCOMODATIONS 
 
Hotel Monaco 
480 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 549-6080 
 
Morrison House 

116 South Alfred Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 838-8000 
 
Lorien 
1600 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 894-3434 
 
Embassy Suites 

1900 Diagonal Road 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-5900 
 
Hampton Inn 
1616 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 299-9900 
 
Old Town Hilton 
1767 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703)-837-0440 

 
RAIN POLICY 
As far as a rain plan, there have only been two times in Potomac Riverboat’s history that we have not 
been able to operate our vessels – 9/11 and Hurricane Isabel. We operate rain or shine. 

 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
In the event that you need to cancel your event, we will only refund your charter rate if we are able to 
rebook the date of your event. 

 
CONTACT US 
Potomac Riverboat Company 
205 The Strand 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
P: 703.684.0580 
Email: privateparty@potomacriverboatco.com 
Website: www.potomacriverboatco.com 
 

 

http://www.potomacriverboatco.com/
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FAQ’s 

Q: Can we set off sky lanterns? 

 
A: No, these are actually illegal due to FAA restrictions. 
 
Q: Are there any restrictions on décor? 

 
A: Yes – tape and thumbtacks are not allowed on the walls, woodwork, or pillars (inside and 
out). All decorations must be removed at the end of the cruise. 
No exposed flames or bottled/liquid gas. Small votive candles are OK. You may bring 
helium tanks on the boat to blow up balloons if needed, but the tanks must be removed 
before departing the dock. If you require extension cords, they must be grounded, 3-prong, 
and taped down to the carpet for safety reasons. Electrical cords used on the outer decks may 
not run across open walkways. 

 
**No rice, birdseed, sparklers or confetti may be thrown on the vessel, gangway, or dock. 

 
Q: Where are our wedding gifts able to be stored during the wedding? 

 
A: Wrapped gifts are not permitted on the vessel as of 9/11. If you’d like, we can set up a 
six-foot rectangular table on the dock for guests to drop their wrapped gifts on as they begin 
to board. The first mate will be standing by the table to welcome guests as they arrive and 
direct them to leave their gifts. Once your guests have finished boarding, the first mate will 
take all gifts to our ticket booth to be locked up for the duration of the charter and will also 
help you retrieve them after your charter. You may also choose to take the gifts to your car if 
you do not prefer to store them in our ticket booth. 

 
Q: What address/directions should I use for the Cherry Blossom on my invites? 
 
A: The Cherry Blossom is located at the Alexandria City Marina. The address we provide for the 
marina is 105 North Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. This is technically the address for 
the Torpedo Art Factory. However, the marina is located directly behind the Torpedo Art 
Factory. Since there is no direct road or route to the marina itself, this is the best address to 
direct your guests to. 

 
**Please note that our office address which is 205 The Strand is NOT the address for the 
Cherry Blossom. 

 
Q: If we do our ceremony outside on the upper deck, will everyone be able to hear us? 

 
A: You will want to work with your DJ/band and talk to them about getting microphones to 
have on yourselves and your officiate during the ceremony so that everyone is able to hear. 
There are speakers built in on the upper deck, but they are only background speakers and 
will not be as loud as having a microphone on you. If you don’t choose to use microphones, 
just be sure to remind your officiate that he/she will need to speak loudly and annunciate 
during the ceremony so that everyone can hear clearly. Just remember, you will be competing 
with planes, boats, and people talking – but this is always true for outside weddings! 

 
Q. What if I’m supposed to have my ceremony on the 3rd deck and it rains? 

 
A: If there is inclement weather on your big day, we will just move your ceremony down to the 
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2nd deck! You may also look into renting a tent to put on the 3rd deck for your ceremony and 
we are happy to recommend vendors who are able to provide tenting as well. 

 
Q: Is the Cherry Blossom ADA Accessible? 
 
A: Unfortunately, it is not. Neither the Alexandria City Marina nor the Cherry Blossom is ADA 
accessible. However, we are able to get non-motorized wheelchairs across the gangway and 
onto the 1st deck. 

 
Q. How many chairs can fit on 3rd deck for ceremony? 
 
A: We do not recommend any more than 60-70 chairs set up on the 3rd deck for a ceremony. It is 
possible to fit more, but it starts to look a bit crowded once the count exceeds 70. 

 
Q. How many people can fit on 3rd deck for ceremony? 

A:This can vary depending on what your set up is, but you can fit up to 175 people roughly. It 
may be a bit snug, but it is doable! 

 
Q. How many people can typically fit on the 1st deck for a plated dinner? 

 
A: We can fit 150 people on the 1st deck for a seated dinner if there is nothing else set up in the 
room (buffet, bar, etc). In the past, we have been able to squeeze 120 people down there with 
a buffet. 

 
Q. Does the Cherry Blossom come with any AV equipment? 

 
A: Unfortunately, it is not. If you plan to have a presentation that requires a screen, projector, 
etc. you will need to bring that yourself or hire an AV vendor to come in and set everything 
up. 

 
Q. Am I allowed to drop off any décor or day of items at your office the week before my 
wedding so that I don’t have to worry about it all the day of? 

 
A: You may drop off small items the week prior to the Potomac Riverboat office or at your 
rehearsal the day before if you decide to have one, but you must coordinate that with a staff 
member in the office. Also, if you have a lot of items to unload the day of, Thompson’s Alley 
in-between Queen and Cameron Streets off of Union Street that you can back you car down 
and throw your hazards on while you unload. There is a ramp from the alley way that leads 
directly up on to the dock and is located in between the big blue Charthouse Restaurant and 
the Cherry Blossom. You cannot park in the alley way though, so just be sure that you move 
your car once you are done unloading. There is a small parking garage in the alley in 
addition to another one directly across from the alley on Union Street. 

 
Q. What if more guests show up the day of and exceeds the final count I gave to Potomac 
Riverboat 5 days prior to my charter? 

 
A: No worries! If you have additional guests that show up the day of your event, which 
happens often, your cruise director will make note and the office will contact you on the 
following Monday to settle the additional balance. However, we cannot refund you if your 
day of guest count is lower than the final count you gave us 5 days prior to your charter. 
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