
For most couples considering our venue, this is their first time planning a large event! We 
have a lot of experience doing just that and we’re happy to offer you some expert advice! 
  
Here are some questions you can use to get you started on your venue search (along with the 
answers for our venue!) along with our pricing and the things included with our venue fee. 
  
We love weddings at Delfosse! Please let us know what we can do to help you bring your vision 
to life! 
 

 

 

How many other weddings will be booked that day? 

Your wedding will be the ONLY wedding booked on your day. 

Is the venue available for exclusive use? 

Yes, it is. 

Logistics  
What is the seating arrangement? 

Tables and chairs can be arranged in any (reasonable) manner that you select. 

How many guests does the venue hold?  

250 for seated dinners, up to 300 for cocktail style events. 

Is there a space for a cocktail hour?  

Yes, our gorgeous Lakeside Lawn 

What type of tables do you have (shape, size)?  

6 foot round banquet tables. 

How long do we have at the venue?  

• 12 hours, noon to midnight on event day.  

• Our magnificent chestnut Log Cabin, built in 1870 and renovated to perfection 

in 2005 is available to you starting at noon. If rented separately, the Farmhouse 

on the Vineyard is also available starting at noon. 



• Décor and floral set up can start also at noon at the ceremony site and in the 

reception space. 

A typical timeline would have the bridal party arriving on site between noon and 3, 

décor set up also starting around that time, followed by per-ceremony wedding 

photography, guests arriving at 5:00 to 5:15, ceremony start time at 5:30, cocktail 

hour from 6 to 7 pm, dinner service from 7:15 to 8:15 and reception activities until 11 

pm. All guests departed by 11:30 and final packing up of personal belongings by your 

wedding coordinator by midnight. Please see our Planning Guide for more details! 

How much are additional hours? 

Time after midnight is billed at $500 per hour. 

Is the site handicap accessible?  

Yes. 

Is parking and/or valet parking available?   

Yes, we have parking for up to 150 cars. You may arrange for Valet Parking if that is 

your preference. 

Is there an overflow lot available?  

Yes. 

Is shuttle service available?  

Yes, there are at least a dozen transportation companies who serve the Charlottesville 

area and specialize in weddings. 

How many restrooms are there? 

2 ladies and 2 men’s enough for 250 guests at an event. 

Is there a backup plan for rain?  

We have enclosed, climate-controlled event space. 

Is there a coat check available?  

Yes 

Are there restrictions for the photographer in terms of flash usage?  

No 

Is the venue child friendly?  

Children are welcome under the supervision of their parent or another responsible 

adult over the age of 18. 

Is there somewhere secure to store wedding gifts?  



Most weddings elect to have a gift table display and when the reception ends, all gifts 

are packed up and taken home by a family member or wedding coordinator. 

Music and sound  
Are there any noise restrictions?   

None specifically by law in our county, but we use a standard of common sense. 

Can the venue accommodate a DJ or live band? Are there any restrictions? 

Yes, we have either a DJ or a band at every wedding. There are no restrictions by law, 

but we use a standard of common sense. 

Where does the band/DJ set up?  

On our 12 feet deep, 25 feet long stage. 

Where is the dance floor, and how large is it?  

Approximately 20 x 20 but can be larger or smaller depending on your choice of room 

set up. 

Do you have a sound system with speakers, or will that need to be rented?  

Bands and DJs bring their own preferred amplification system. 

Do you have microphones for speeches?  

Weddings use the microphones that have already been set up by the band or DJ. 

Can I hook an iPod or laptop up to your sound system?  

Yes, to play already downloaded music to your portable speaker. 

Money, payments, and liability  
What's included in the venue fee? 

In addition to some of the most breath-taking and dramatic vineyard views in Virginia, 

we offer high quality amenities, included in the venue fee:  

• Exclusive use of the magnificent 318-acre property, which is closed to the 

public during your event.  

• Stunning ceremony site 

• Elegant cocktail hours on our beautiful lakeside lawn.  

• Dinner receptions in our gorgeous, climate-controlled event space with soaring 

ceilings. 

• Chandeliers and bistro lighting  

• Use of our exquisite, historic 1870 Chestnut Log Cabin during the day of your 

event as your dressing room and bridal suite.  

• An on-site Facility Coordinator for the duration of your event    



• Bridal suite available to you starting at 12pm 

• Ceremony site available starting at 12pm for floral and decor arrangement.  

• Reception area available to your vendors for set up starting at 2 pm.  

• Preparation of the event spaces, including set up and break down of all tables 

and chairs, ceremony arch and wine barrels. 

• Up to 25 6-foot Round banquet tables (seat 10 to 12 guests)  

• Up to 250 Chiavari Reception Chairs  

• Up to 250 Ceremony chairs  

• Elegant Handmade White Birch Ceremony Arch  

• 2 Authentic French Oak Wine barrels for your ceremony site décor and 4 

Authentic French Oak Wine barrels for your reception area decor 

• Plus these additional tables:  2 -8 x 2 ½ ' Rectangle Tables For A Head Table,  3 

- 6 x 2 ½ ' Rectangle Tables For Bar Under Tent 2- 6 x 2 ½ ' Rectangle For 

Buffet Tables, If Buffet Service Is Selected 6 -3 x 3' Square Tables, 1- 8 x 2 ½  

Rectangle Table for DJ 3 - 30" Round Pedestal Tables for cake, cocktail 

reception or sweetheart table  2 - 6 by 2 1/2' tables for gift tables, 

photo/remembrance table  

• Parking for up to 150 vehicles and Restrooms for up to 250 guests  

Is there a discount for an off-season date or Sunday through Friday?  

Friday or Sunday weddings are discounted by 15% from November through April. 

How much is the deposit, and when is it due?   

The payment to guarantee your date is ½ the venue fee. The pricing and amenities in 

effect when you sign your contract and make a payment to guarantee your date is 

what is in effect for your event. 

What's the venue fee?     

Up to 100 guests: $6000   
100-125 guests: $6250  

126-150 guests: $6500  
151-175 guests: $6750  
176-200 guests: $7000  
201-225 guests: $7250  
226–250 guests: $7500 
 
When is the balance due?  

120 days prior to your event. 

What forms of payment do you accept?  

Cash, check or charge. Credit cards carry a 4% transaction fee. 

What is your cancellation policy? Is the deposit refundable in case of 

cancellation?  



Monies paid are refundable if and only if we re-book an event on that same date of 

the same size and scope to the one cancelled. Please purchase wedding insurance to 

protect yourself in the event you must cancel your event. 

Do we need any insurance or permits?  

You do not need a permit. All events must be insured. Special Event General Liability 

Insurance including Host Liquor Liability is a must for event. Event insurance is 

relatively inexpensive and easy to purchase online. Please see our planning guide for 

more information. Do you have liability insurance? Yes.  

Vendors, food, and rentals  
Is there a required/preferred vendor list to stick to? Can we use other vendors?  

You can use the vendors of your choice as long as they are licensed and insured. They 

must provide proof of their license and insurance to the venue at least 60 days before 

your event. 

Are tables, chairs, linens, plates, silverware, and glassware provided, or will we have to 

rent them or get them through our caterer?  

All of your tables and chairs are included as part of your venue fee. Linens, plates, 

silverware, and glassware are rental items, although some couples choose to purchase 

linens rather than rent them. 

Is in-house catering is available? 

In addition to our stunning natural setting, terraced vineyards, mountain vistas, 

award-winning wines and friendly, experienced staff, we provide a full array of catering 

services. We use the freshest ingredients, all locally sourced and organic, whenever 

possible. Our event chef is professionally trained and the food for your wedding is 

made fresh here in our kitchen. 

The vast majority of our couples prefer to use our in-house catering because of the 

quality, convenience and value. However, we are happy to offer you the option of using 

an outside caterer for Friday and Sunday weddings at Delfosse.  

Can we do a tasting? 

Of course! 

We offer multiple dates per year for menu tastings, usually August, November, February 

and April. Wedding couples attend at no charge for food or wine pairings. Additional guests 

attend at a significant discount. It’s a delicious, beautiful and fun event - - perfect to invite 

parents and key bridal party members! Please see our Planning Guide for more details! 

Can you accommodate special dietary requirements?  

Absolutely! 

If using in-house catering, what is the tax and service charge?  



The state of Virginia has a 5.3% sales tax and Nelson County has a 4% meals tax. 

Staffing fees do apply and those vary depending on your event size and style. Please 

see our catering policies for more details. 

If I hire my own caterer, are kitchen facilities available to them?  

We have electrical hook-ups and water available to outside caterers to use. They 

provide their own catering tent and equipment. 

Can I bring in a cake from an outside baker?  

Yes 

Is there a cake-cutting fee?  

If using our in-house catering service, then no, we do not charge a fee to provide that 

service. Cake cutting is included. 

If you are using another vendor, please check with them as to any cake cutting fees. 

Cake cutting fees can range from $1 to $3 per slice and in some cases more. 

Is there a fee for table-setting and napkin folding? 

If you are using our in-house catering service, then no, we do not charge a fee for that 

service. Setting your reception tables with linens, plates, silverware and glassware is 

included in your catering fees. 

Is there an option for a dinner the night before or a brunch the day after?  

Yes. 

Do you have a liquor license?  

We have an ABC License as a Farm Winery. 

Can I bring my own alcohol, and is there a corkage fee?  

You can bring your own beer and distilled beverages to serve at your event. We do not 

charge a corking fee for outside beer and distilled spirits. All wine and sparkling wine 

must be purchased through us.  

How is alcohol priced, and is there a charge for bar staff?   

Our weddings have hosted bars, meaning that you are providing drinks to your guests 

at no charge to them. You bring your own beer and distilled beverages. Wine and 

sparkling wine is purchased through Delfosse Vineyards. 

Is there a bar minimum that must be met?  

If Delfosse is your caterer, no, we do not have a bar minimum. If you have an outside 

caterer, please check on bar specifications with them. There is a 3 case minimum wine 

purchase, regardless of who caterers you reception dinner. 

What is the average bar tab for my size guest list?  



The average cost of 3 cases (36 bottles) of our wine depending on your selection is 

$800 to $1000.  

When can we get access to the space to decorate/set up?   

Noon 

How early can vendor deliveries be made?  

The day before. Please see our Planning Guide for more details. 

How long do we have to clean up/tear down?  

Venue set up and break down are included in your venue fee. Reception/food service 

set up and clean up are part of a staffing fee charged by your caterer. Our couples do 

not clean up their own events. That is a function of the venue and the caterer. Please 

see our Planning Guide for more details. 

Are there samples of the rentals available to look at?  

Yes. 

What are the restrictions for decor (including what you can and can't toss, 

lighting restrictions, what you can hang from the ceiling and on the walls, 

candles, etc.)?  

Please see our Planning Guide for specific details. 

Staffing and coordination  

Is there an on-site venue/facility coordinator?  

Yes, included with your venue fee. 

What services are included with the venue/facility coordinator, and are there 

additional charges?  

The facility coordinator is there to make sure the facility and the things included with 

the facility are ready for your event. There are no additional charges for the services of 

your facility coordinator. 

Will the facility coordinator serve as day-of coordinator? 

The job of venue/facility coordinator and a wedding coordinator are very different. 

Please see our detailed discussion of this in our blog post titled, The Difference 

Between Venue Coordination and Wedding Coordination. 

How much assistance can I get with the set up/decor?  

Most wedding coordinators provide full service décor set up services. The venue sets 

up all the tables and chairs. Your caterer sets the tables with your linens, plates and 

glassware. 

Is any set up/tear down service available? How much does it cost?  



Set up and tear down of your wedding ceremony and reception tables and chairs are 

included in your venue fee. Set up and clean up of your reception food service varies 

by event. Please ask your caterer for a staffing quote. 

Do you have signage to direct guests to the wedding?  

Signage is a décor item provided by the couple or by their wedding coordinator. At 

Delfosse, no particular additional directional signage is needed as the event spaces are 

clear and easy to find. 

Do you provide assistance getting gifts or decor back to a designated place?  

If Delfosse staff is hired to provide your wedding coordination service, yes. If using a 

wedding coordinator of your choosing, please check their list of services. 

Shared ceremony/reception spaces  
Can I hold my ceremony here, too? Is there an additional charge?  

Yes, you can. There is no additional fee. It’s included. Please see our Planning Guide 

for more details. 

What is the setup for a shared ceremony/reception space?   

Our ceremony site, cocktail area site and reception site are all separate, unique 

spaces. They are not combined unless you would like them to be. Do you provide a 

transition setup for a shared ceremony/reception space if we wish to combine 

spaces? Yes 

How much time is allocated for the ceremony rehearsal?  

Up to 2 hours, as long as it concludes by 6 pm.  

Accommodations  
Are there any suites or private rooms available to get ready or have alone time?  

Yes, our gorgeous Log Cabin. 

Can the wedding party get ready at the venue?  

Yes, at the Log Cabin. Many couples also elect to rent the lovely Farmhouse on the 

Vineyard as well. Please see our Planning Guide for more details. 

What overnight accommodations do you provide?  

Both the Log Cabin (sleeps 2) and the Farmhouse (4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, sleeps 9) 

Do you have any partnerships with nearby hotels? Can you provide a list?  

Yes, we have a comprehensive list of all of the nearby lodging. 



What Our Couples Say About Us! 

BETH and BRYAN: “Helpful, Kind and Friendly Staff, Plus Gave Us Exceptional 
Advice and Guidance Every Step of The Way.” 
 
Our recent wedding at Delfosse Vineyards exceeded our expectations in every way! 
During the process of planning our wedding, we visited the property multiple times 
and each time it felt more and more like "home". We love wine and love vineyards and 
it was our dream to be married at a vineyard. We were so blessed to find Delfosse with 
views and amenities that by far and away were so much more than we found offered at 
other venues. The staff there, and especially the owners, made us feel like we were 
family. They were always helpful, kind and friendly staff, plus gave us exceptional 
advice and guidance every step of the way. 
 
HANNAH and ROBERT: “We Couldn't Have Asked For More And We Really Want 
To Thank The Delfosse Staff For Going Above And Beyond For Us.” 
 
We looked at a dozen venues before selecting Delfosse. We had a lot of reasons, the 
location, the flexible planning process, the many options, the really reasonable venue 
fee (a huge value compared to neighboring vineyards) but in the end we just made a 
very emotional decision based on the feeling we got at the mountainside ceremony site 
overlooking the vineyards. Our wedding day was everything we hoped and dreamed it 
would be and then some! The Delfosse staff is organized, caring and competent and 
they really took such great care of us. Chef John outdid himself with our menu and 
our guests are still talking about how great the food was. We couldn't have asked for 
more and we really want to thank the Delfosse staff for going above and beyond for us. 
 
ASHLEY and JAMES: “Unbelievably Gorgeous Setting, Great Food And Wine, An 
Amazing Staff. Our Day Was Absolutely Perfect!” 
 
The entire process at Delfosse, from our first venue tour to our final planning walk 
through, to our ceremony, to our reception - - everything was so well done. The food 
and the wine at Delfosse are as outstanding as the views, which is saying a lot! The 
most important thing was the comfort level we felt throughout the year long planning 
process because of the attentive, responsive staff. The Day of coordination was 
exceptional. The Log Cabin is absolutely magical! We also rented the cute, little 
farmhouse on the property and that ended up being a lifesaver. Between the 
unbelievably gorgeous setting, the great food and wine, and the amazing staff, our day 
was absolutely perfect. 
 
MICHELLE and DAVIS: “So Many Great Things About This Venue!” 
We could not have been happier with our wedding at Delfosse! At our first visit, we 
were blown away by the views! Lots of pretty vineyards in VA, but the ceremony site on 
TOP of the hill, overlooking all the terraced vineyards, there is just nothing else like it.  
The food and the wine were superior and everyone was impressed! There is not enough 
room in a review to say all the many things that are great about this venue!  The 
setting, the staff and the service, the unique, unexpected spaces like the Log Cabin 
from 1870 and the Farmhouse all added to the ambiance.  
 


