
The Maryland Wedding Officiant

Don’t Leave Your Ceremony to Chance.
www.HelpUsWed.com



The best 
wedding your 
guests ever 
attended.
F r o m  T h e  P e n  O f  P a s t o r  K e n :

The best wedding your guests ever attended. 
Lofty goal, but that’s what I aim for each and 
every wedding I have the honor of officiating. I 
want your guests to experience the gravity of the 
wedding day through special and heartfelt words, 
while at the same time laughing hysterically and 
crying a few times. If your guests attend 5 
weddings this year, I want yours to be the one 
they remember the most for this very reason.

I want your guests to 
experience the gravity of the 

wedding day through 
special, heartfelt words, 

while at the same time 
laughing hysterically and 

crying a few times. 
We’ve all been to those weddings that have just 
been “ok”, or at worse---cringeworthy. The 
weddings where we fight the urge to check our 
emails, play games on our phones, or nod off. 
You deserve far better. It’s a day you’ve planned 
for months, why not secure the best?

That’s my promise to you. While not the cheapest 
officiant, my value, excellence, and body of work 
is unparalleled in the industry and well worth the 
investment. Whether it’s perennial awards from 
TheKno, ,                     or consistently being 
featured as the officiant for the “Wedding In A 
Week” on                 I can assure you I’ll work to 
earn the opportunity to demonstrate to you that 
you’ve selected the absolute best officiant for this 
monumental day in your lives.           -Pastor Ken                   
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“Unbelievably amazing officiant. Our guests will not stop talking 
about our wedding ceremony, more than two years later.” 

-Paul & Nicole, Married 2012



I’m a fully Ordained Minister, and the Pastor of the multi-cultural, 
inter-racial, and non-denominational Grace International Church 
in Baltimore, MD. (www.gracebaltimore.com) Me and my 
beautiful wife, Jo-Ann both specialize in ceremony planning, 
counseling, and designing weddings created uniquely for you.

One of the most frustrating situations that we faced in our 
own wedding planning adventure were the many stipulations 
required by the traditional churches before being able to wed. This 
red tape nearly destroyed the beauty of the wedding planning, yet triggered a 
passion for working with couples that could have only resulted from our very own ceremony rejections.

In fact, we were “left at the altar” by our own Pastor & Ceremony Officiant just 4 weeks prior to the 
ceremony! Imagine that! (Wait until you hear the details  of this  one when we have our consultation…ugh!) 
The scramble to find a replacement, coupled with such a limited number of options we were 
comfortable with prompted our commitment and goal that no other 
couple would endure what we had to endure with an officiant, 
ever.

We figured that people who really do love each other also 
come from varied backgrounds…some have experienced 
divorce and are remarrying, have been living together for many 
years, and some have even already started families, Families 
come in all shapes and sizes. For all of them, we love, and we 
serve.

We offers all types of weddings including non-denominational, 
inter-faith, non-religious, and even ceremonies for those who are 
spiritual in their own unique and personal way.

Among the many other amenities of having us officiate your 
wedding such as personality, value, and professionalism, you will 
also enjoy the peace of mind and extremely economical packages 
offered that will afford you the flexibility to focus on creating an 
even more beautiful day. 

We have worked very hard to earn the reputation and distinction of The Maryland Wedding Officiant, and 
exceptional choice for any couple on their special day.

www.helpuswed.com

About “PK & Jo”.
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From the 
mouths of 
our beloved  
couples...

S t r a i g h t  F r o m  T h e  R e v i e w s

Our guest were so impressed with Pastor Ken, instead 
of asking about our wedding photos, they often express 
how they were so impressed with our wedding officiant. 

We would recommend the Maryland Wedding Officiant to 
anyone who is getting married in the DMV area! GREAT 

JOB! And thanks for making our wedding special!!!
-Troy & Shantelle, Married 2011

“Unbelievably amazing officiant. Our guests will not stop 
talking about our wedding ceremony, more than two years 

later.” 
-Paul & Nicole, Married 2012

Let me begin this by saying we received so many 
compliments on Pastor Ken! Our wedding guests LOVED 
his passion, his ability to make us laugh, to play off of our 
emotions when we cried, his ability to speak loudly and 

clearly, and overall his uncanny ability to project the 
sentiment of the day. We were overwhelmed by the 

amount of people who complimented us on Pastor Ken. I 
can’t say it enough...GO WITH PASTOR KEN!!!

-Nate & Tracy, Married 2013

Pastor Ken Patterson was so amazing to work with. His  
professionalism and warmness made a huge 

impression with us and all of our guests. Although the 
ceremony was prefect that wasn't the best part. My 
husband and I choose to do three marriage coaching 

sessions and cannot believe how much they have 
helped us already. We felt very connected and 

secure in our relationship going into our marriage 
and have the tools to keep going strong for many 

years to come. Thank you pastor Ken, we love 
you!!!

-Jason & Jacqueline, Married 2014

Let’s Get Your Testimonial Started Today!!!
www.helpuswed.com



You will want to choose someone who will conduct your ceremony in a way that’s comfortable to you, and 
your partner or family.  For a wedding, you’ll want to meet with the officiant several months before your 

wedding day to discuss a variety of issues.  

First, a Phone Call:

 •   Is the officiant available on the scheduled date of your event?  
	 	   -I will always provide my availability with you, guaranteeing availability or I can refer you to another     
               officiant.
 •   How much experience does the officiant have with the type of service you are 

requesting?
	 - I have several years of experience with more types of ceremonies than you can imagine! More 
	 than likely I have performed one similar to your request, if not then my flexibility will cover it!
 •   Does the Officiant offer a pre-wedding consultation at no charge, or is there a fee?
	 - All consultation is free of charge
 •   Are there holy days or restrictions on the day you have scheduled?  
	 - My only restrictions are my availability on Sunday Mornings, as I am an actual Pastor
 •   What information should you bring to your initial meeting?  
	 - History of your engagement, and all other information pertinent to your ceremony and coaching.
 •   How much does the officiant charge for presiding over the ceremony?  
	 - Please review the insert for pricing & coaching packages
 •   Are there any additional fees for travel, customizing the ceremony, filing the required 

legal paperwork,  etc?  
	 - No additional filing fees, ever. Travel outside of 60 miles adds $50 per 30 miles thereafter.
 •   What is the officiant’s personal philosophy about the importance and purpose of this 

event?
	 	 - Your marriage is more than the wedding ceremony. That said, the least any officiant can do is 

provide unparalleled ceremony planning service. I like to take it a step further and pride myself in an 
unparalleled, unmatched commitment to the success of your marriage.

 •   Which religious tradition or seminary ordained this officiant? You may ask him/her to 
bring documentation to your initial meeting.  

	 -I am ordained through The Chitwood & Chitwood Ordination Board for Non-Denominational 
	 Pastors and currently pursing an M.Div at the Reformed Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.
 •   Is he/she willing to bring sample ceremonies to your scheduled meeting?
 - I don’t leave home without them!
 •   Is he/she willing to bring references to your scheduled meeting?
	 - References are always included in every packet provided!
 • Ask if you can have references (and then call them!)  Is the person giving the reference a 

friend or relative?  How long has he/she known the Officiant, and in what way?
	 	 - Due to potential conflicts of interest, church member and family references are never provided as 

they will present a biased opinion of my services. My references will always be client couples such 
as you, of whom I have no previous interaction with prior to serving as their officiant.

How to Choose Your Officiant...

www.helpuswed.com



The Initial Consultation:

 •   Will the officiant have a ceremony prepared?  Can you review it beforehand?  (Some 
Officiants speak beautifully yet extemporaneously (from the heart), after getting to know the 
couple or family.  Decide if you need to know in advance what he/she will say.) 

 - Based on the couple’s wishes, I can perform the wedding extemporaneously, with notes and 
 extemporaneous additions, or 100% scripted. In any case, you will be provided with several 
 options of ceremony selections to choose from.
 •   Does the Officiant provide a back-up in the event of his/her emergency?
	 - Due to my wide network of officiants, you will not only be provided with the best available officiant 
	 at no extra cost, but you will be matched with an officiant that best suits you as a couple .
 •   Are there any religious documents you will have to sign the day of the event?  
	 - Nope. The license is validated by me, and sent to the courts at no cost to you.
 •   Does your Officiant offer a certificate of your ceremony that you can keep?
	 - All jurisdictions in The State of Maryland provide certificates with the license application.
 •   How much personal information would the Officiant like to have in order to speak 

personally at the ceremony?  Is there a form for this purpose?
	 	 - The more information you provide, the more personalized the ceremony planning. Notes are taken 

from our initial consultation for Silver Package clients, and an extensive report is completed by 
couples selecting premarital coaching.

 •   Does "booking" the Officiant require a deposit and a signed contract?  When is the 
balance due?

	 - A $150 Non-refundable deposit is required, as well as a signed contract upon booking. For 
	 Classic Package Clients, the balance is due 72 hours prior to the wedding date. For Coaching 
	 Packages, payment arrangements are made separately during the initial coaching session. 
For a wedding:  

 •   Is the officiant available for the rehearsal?  
	 - Rehearsals are included in the package prices at no extra cost, yet contingent only upon availability. 
	 I perform many weddings throughout the week, as well as on the weekend (which can affect your 
	 rehearsal date & time). Because my participation in the rehearsal is limited to the bride and groom I will 
	 ensure we rehearse.
 • Is there any pre-wedding counseling requirement?   If so, what are the specifics?
 No requirements, however as the wisest investment you’ll ever make, it is highly recommended. 
 See packages for details.
 •   Would the officiant like to come to the wedding reception?  (If yes, perhaps he or she can 

offer an added blessing before the party begins.  Make sure to send him/her a wedding 
invitation just as you would any other guest, if he/she is invited to stay.  Otherwise, most 
officiants will assume they are not invited to stay.)

	 - It would be my honor to be a guest. Please do not pay for my plate. I am good at sneaking in the 
	 spot of one of your guests that may not have shown. You already paid, I get to eat, win win. =)

After the wedding:  
 •   Is there anything else we have to do after the ceremony? 
	 	 - Simply be happily married! Reviews are critical. Your reviews are what brides look for. Also if I could 

use pictures of your wedding for future publications, it would be greatly appreciated.

How to Choose Your Officiant...
Continued...
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Hiring the right team is critical to planning your 
dream wedding…and it can also be quite 
stressful.

How do you find the right match for you?  
How do you know who to trust?  Where do 
you go for advice?

First of all, this is not an easy task and it’s 
totally normal for couples to feel 
overwhelmed, frustrated or confused. 

 

It’s not like you plan a wedding 
every day!  This is all probably brand 
new to you, so be patient with 
yourself.
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8 questions you must ask a wedding professional 
before booking!
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A few tips to finding the right ones for you…
Do Your Homework.  You’ll get much more out of a meeting or conversation with a wedding professional if 

you do a little background homework first.  

Spend some time on the internet or talking to friends who’ve recently been married.  Find out the 
average prices in your area and what services are available.  Get an idea of what you like and don’t 
like.  Wedding websites and chat rooms can be a great resource.  This way when you meet with a 
wedding professional you’ll be able to ask better questions and have an idea of what to look out for.

Meet With Them.  An in person meeting is the best way to interview a potential wedding vendor.  It lets you 
get the full experience of their personality, style and professionalism.  If that’s not possible, have a 
phone conversation.    

Ask Questions.  There are no stupid questions!  Make sure you get clear, specific answers to your 
questions. If you aren't sure what something means, ask them to clarify. Keep asking questions until 
you completely understand.

  
If a wedding vendor has a problem with you asking questions, they probably aren’t the one for you.   

The best wedding professionals are patient, understanding and take the time to help you make the 
best choices for your wedding.

Listen.  Don’t just hear the words they say, really listen.  Watch the vendor’s body language.  Are they 
confident and comfortable with their response?  Do they look and sound nervous?  Do you get a 
“funny feeling” about them?  Take all the sights, sounds and feelings into account along with their 
responses; if your gut tells you something isn’t right, it probably isn’t.

Check References.  Portfolios are hand-picked to show off the best work, but they may not represent the 
“average” wedding performance.  Videos are edited for the optimum presentation.  But real referrals 
from satisfied clients are hard to fake.

Call up both client and professional references.  Ask questions and use those listening skills.  Even if 
they give a rave review, you’ll often be able to “read between the lines” if there were any issues or 
problems.

Ask around and search the internet for reviews.  Check the Better Business Bureau for any outstanding 
complaints against the business.  Weigh all of this information into your choices.       

8 questions you must ask a wedding 
professional before booking coming up!

But First...

www.helpuswed.com



1. How many weddings do you do per year?  How much experience do you have?
This is an extremely important question.  Ideally, your wedding professional should have ample experience 
specifically with weddings.  Not only will they be more skilled in their craft, this also makes them a valuable 
source of information and ensures that your wedding day goes smoothly.

2. How much do you cost?
Price is often relative, especially when you factor in experience, reputation and expert skill.  Generally, the 
most talented professionals have a higher price tag because they are worth it.  

3. How much is the deposit?

4. What specifically is included in that cost?
Because packages often vary, it’s likely that you won’t be able to compare one vendor exactly to the next 
without doing a little figuring.  The lowest cost isn’t necessarily the best deal; some higher quotes include 
services that you have to pay extra for in other packages.  Make sure you take this into account.  

5. What happens if I cancel?  What happens if you cancel? 
Find out if your deposit is refundable under any conditions.  Does the wedding professional have a back up 
plan if something happens to them? 
 
6. Do you use a contract? 
If the answer is No, RUN!  A contract is designed to protect both you and the wedding professional.  Don’t 
settle for a verbal agreement that won’t hold up in court. 

7. Are there any additional fees?

Taxes, service charges and travel fees can add up quickly.  Make sure you understand exactly what is 
included and if there are any other fees you’ll have to pay.  This should be clearly defined in your contract.

8. Do you carry liability insurance?

The answer you’re looking for here is Yes.  This protects you in case an unfortunate accident should occur on 
your wedding day.  It’s also a sign that this is a reputable business, since most “fly by night” operations don’t 
invest in insurance.

If chosen wisely, with the right wedding vendors you get expert help and advice…for free!

Here are the 8 questions you must ask a 
wedding professional before booking!
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